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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S MESSAGE TO FOREIGN MINISTER 

PLEASE FORWARD THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO FOREIGN MINISTER 
HAMEED. QUOTE: DEAR MR. MINISTER: PLEASE ACCEPT MY 
SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR NEW RESPONSIBILITIES. I 
LOOK FORWARD TO A CONTINUATION OF THE EXCELLENT RELATIONS 
WHICH EXIST BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. SRI LANKA'S CON- 
STRUCTIVE ROLE IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, ESPECIALLY IN 
SUCH FORA AS LAW OF THE SEA NEGOTIATIONS AND ACROSS THE 
BROAD SPECTRUM OF NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE, HAS WON OUR RESPECT 
AND CONTRIBUTED IMPORTANTLY TO AN ATMOSPHERE OF COOPERATION 
RATHER THAN CONFRONTATION BETWEEN DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES. I BELIEVE THAT THIS FOUNDATION, TOGETHER WITH 
OUR COMMON DEDICATION TO DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES AND BASIC 
HUMAN RIGHTS, ENHANCES THE POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE CLOSE 
COOPERATION BETWEEN SRI LANKA AND THE UNITED STATES. 

SINCERELY CYRUS VANCE. VANCE 
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